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Such was the famous Patna Cause. Its importance
must not be estimated by the history which I have
given of it, and which no doubt is tedious. It produced
a perfect storm of indignation, not only in India, but in
England, and this is not surprising. The decision that
Behader Beg was as an ijaradar or farmer, subject to the
jurisdiction of the Supreme Court, was declared to have
produced a panic amongst the renters of the province of
Behar. Shortly after the judgment of the Court was
delivered they sent 1 a petition to the Patna Council, in
which they asked that they might be allowed to give up
their farms and retire with their families to some other
country, rather than be subject to the jurisdiction of the
Supreme Court. The petition is signed by thirty-nine
persons, who would form no doubt a large proportion of
the renters of the whole province. How far the Patna
Council who forwarded their petition procured it, it is
impossible to say. The principal point in the petition is
"that "the Zemindars and Ryots are at all times glad
" of any pretext to evade the discharge of their rents,
" and some consequence and authority is absolutely
" necessary to enable a farmer to make his collections, but
" when he is liable on any trifling complaints to be
" treated in this ignominious manner what influence will
"remain to him? or who will be daring enough under
" this predicament to exercise any power to enforce the
" collections ?" This is an obvious allusion to liability to
arrest on mesne process and other incidents of the
procedure of the Court. The Patna Council said, " We
" do not think the hardship of their situation in the
" smallest degree exaggerated."

As to this matter, I think that all parties had much to
1 Patna App. No. 14.